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Greetings fellow bonsai enthusiasts. 

Our last Kai meeting was on Sunday 23 May and although the turnout was not the greatest, 

maybe because of the necessity to change from the normal last Sunday of the month 

(Comrades), but the event turned out to be exciting and fun for the thirteen people who were 

there. Thank you for your apologies Betsy, Fay, Barbara, Sean, and Jurgen. One of the new 

events introduced proved to be rather enjoyable for those who participated.  

"ÅÇÉÎÎÅÒÓȭ #ÏÒÎÅÒȢ 
The beginnerôs corner was meant to have been a demonstration by Gary on grafting but 

unfortunately he could not attend due an urgent engagement in Cape Town. Farouk offered to 

stand in at the last minute and gave a most enlightened demonstration on refining a tree with 

cutters and wire. 

Seen above: Farouk and his olive; Farouk at work; the same olive again, but refined. 

Crit. Table.  The first organized crit. table of the year turned out to be a success. Below are 

the nine trees that were displayed. Not an easy one as there do not seem to be many members 

with semi-cascades (Han-Kengai). About half the members present filled in assessment forms 

and the results are presented below the trees shown, listed from A to I, in order. The first row for 

each tree is the average of the scores for each section and the second row (in red) is as they 

were assessed by Lynne (she made no assessment of or comment on her own plants.) 
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The idea of the crit. table serves various purposes: it gives members the opportunity to display 

their plants and gain ideas of how they could be improved; it allows members to look critically at 

plants and learn about the style; they can learn more about the style by hearing what others see 

in their plants; they can compare their assessments with those of other members and with those 

of the more proficient bonsai artist; and of course many other advantages. One big advantage is 

that it helps us prepare our plants to be put on display at shows in the future. Start getting your 

plants ready for the Kengai show in November and maybe even ABC3 in 2011. 

Bring a plant or two each month to the crit. table and become confident in your 

growing. 
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Crit. table ï semi-cascade (Han-Kengai) May 2010. 

 

 

Comments 

A 2.8 3.0 2.8 3.2 3.4 2.8 4.0 3.1 Cascading branch, no movement, too straight. Better as upright. 

 2 3 2 2 4 2 4 2.7 Head in wrong position. Cascade has no movement. 

B 4.2 4.2 3.6 3.8 3.2 3.0 2.8 3.5 Needs refining ï branches lack ramification. 

 4 4 2 4 4 2 4 3.4 First back branch misplaced ï first two branches wrong. 

C 3.6 3.8 3.4 3.4 3.4 3.4 4.2 3.6 Needs lots of work and feeding. Too straight. 

 2 2 2 4 2 3 5 2.4 No comment. 

D 5.0 4.8 4.0 4.6 4.6 4.0 4.2 4.5 Great ï looks naturally aged ïfeed and refine branch placement. 

          

E 3.0 3.4 3.0 3.4 3.4 3.0 3.4 3.2 Need to restyle branch placement. 

 3 2 2 2 2 2 0 1.9 Cascade pot instead of semi-cascade pot. First branch incorrect. 

F 3.0 3.8 3.0 2.6 2.2 2.4 3.2 2.7 A cascade, not a semi-cascade. Main stem needs to be stronger. 

 2 2 2 2 2 0 0 1.4 Cascade in semi-cascade pot. Pot too heavy for plant. 

G 2.8 2.6 3.0 2.2 1.8 2.4 0.8 2.2 In training, no taper, no nebari. Poor branch structure. 

 - - - - - - - - Tree needed to be in a pot ï cannot be assessed. 

H 3.6 3.6 2.8 3.6 2.2 3.2 2.6 3.1 Make nice slanting style- cascade touches pot ï needs refining. 

          

I 4.3 4.3 4.0 4.0 2.5 3.5 4.3 3.8 Nice ï good when older ï needs refining. 

          

 

 

 

Main theme.  The main theme at the meeting was working own your own plants 

and getting help and advice from your colleagues. This worked well and members 

worked enthusiastically on their trees, asking for and getting help and advice from 

other members. Some wonderful examples of metamorphosis took place as plants 

changed from a bush to a young tree.  

 

 

Tony working on one of his Juniperus procumbens nanas that he 

brought along. A large variety of different plants was worked on during 

the morning and early afternoon.  

Those who remained until lunch time then retired to enjoy conviviality 

with their friends over a good glass of wine and a pleasant and varied 

meal brought along by the members. There was much discussion over 

the identity of the Mad Hatter and most of all over the identity of the 

dormouse in the teapot within the club membership. 

 


