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You never know how much you 
have. And that goes for everything 
in life.  Last weekend, I got a bee 
in my bonnet and decided to re-
arrange ôthe furnitureõ in my bonsai
-en.  My family had to move the 
Shed, move the bricks, build a new 
wall, no-I-donõt-like-it-there, letõs 
start over and eventually, the 
ôaahhhõ moment.  THEN, I started 
doing an inventory of my trees. My 
goodness, I have a loté
ofé..nothing.  I closed my eyes 
and put some stock to the side that 
I would get rid ofé. Only to even-
tually put it back.  I give up.  My 

name is Caroll and I am addicted!   

Van al die bonsai mense is ek seker die liefste vir Tannie Dot. Hier 
is nog n paar fotos van haar bonsai.  Sy vertel my dat  by die te 
huis waar sy bly, die verpleeg personeel die ou tannies wat nie 
meer kan loop deur haar bonsai-en stoot in hulle rolstoele. Ek kan 
my nie n meer volmaakte prentjie in sien as dit nie. Tannie Dot, baie 
dankie vir jou bydrae.  En ek is ook nou baie gelukkig om n hele 
paar Dot Henegan bome to besit. 

There is a very technical article on soil in this issue.  I found it very 

interesting and hope you will 
forgive me my indulgence if 
it is not your sort of thing, but 
I do know that there are lots 
of people who enjoy in-
depth articles.   

Ek word ook dikwels gevra 
wanneer en hoe doen ek die 
nuusbrief. (en hier moet die 
media mense hulle ore toe 
druk) Ek werk aan twee of 
drie uitgawes gelyktydig. 
Sodra ek n bydrae kry, 
plaas ek dit, sodat dit nie 
verlore raak êrens op my 
rekenaar nie. Partykeer kry 
ek meer as een bydrae van 
een person, dan plaas ek dit 
in die volgende nuusbrief. Ek 
gee GLAD nie om as mense 
my op foute uit wys nieñ
veral nie op die web blad 
nie.  Laat my asb onmiddelik 
weet. Ek probeer dan die 
opvolgende naweek dit reg 
stel.  Ek hoop julle sal ver-

staan dat ek n ôregteõ werk het 
en ook partykeer foute maak.  
Hou asseblief aan om artikels 
en kommentaar te stuur. 

I would also like to thank Alison 
Mortimer who keeps me moti-
vated and inspired.  Allison, I 
hope you are much better now 
and I look forward to loads 
more from you. 

The fact that I am only thank-
ing ladies have nothing to do 
with the fact that I also receive 
contributions from mené. But 
after all, it was Womenõs 
Month in August. Hope you all 
managed to celebrate with 
your loved ones. 

Well Spring is here and I, for 
one, have waited long enough. 
Time to get started. 

 

sai.   I have seldom experienced such enthusiasm and which 

was contagious. 

Brazil is a big country, most bonsai for the exhibition and 

their owners traveled further than 1000 kilometers to be a part 

of this convention. One enthusiast spent 23 hours travelling 

by bus while another used three flights and a bus.  Marioôs 

brother acts as a chauffeur to fetch people from the airport 

and bus station. The language barrier is overcome by the mu-

tual love of bonsai.  Most of the people attending the conven-

tion stay 500 meters from the venue at a type of guesthouse. 

At about 7 pm the three Shimpaku junipers which were to be 

used as demonstration material arrived.   

On the first morning I woke up to the shrill sound of para-

keets and other strange bird calls confusing my jetlagged 

brain.  Oh yes, now I remembered, I was in Brazil about 350 

kilometers from Sao Paulo in the city Ribeirau Pietro.  Mario 

Leal had invited me to do a bonsai demonstration at his an-

nual convention. 

 

After a breakfast of exotic fruits and small cups 

of very strong coffee, Suthin Sukosolvisit and I 

ventured outside to inspect the bonsai material 

that was on sale. Suthin is an American bonsai 

master originally from Thailand who would 

also be doing demonstrations at the conven-

tion. 

 

Different sizes of healthy Shimpaku junipers, 

Japanese black pine, Trident maples and some 

foreign plants drew our attention. The Brazil-

ian rain trees impressed me the most with their 

flaking bark imitating the leopard trees that we 

know in RSA. The live growth veins are remi-

niscent of rippling muscles like my favorite 

Buddleja saligna trees. The leaves of these 

trees look exactly like our indigenous black 

monkey thorns but without the thorns that grab 

more than your attention. 

 

Suthin and I both styled trees which would be 

sold on an auction later. He worked on a Shim-

paku juniper and I tried to create an African style.  After 

lunch Vladimer Ondejcik from Slovakia who was the third 

international demonstrator arrived.  Bonsai enthusiasts from 

all parts of Brazil also started arriving. Everyone who entered 

through the front gate did so with great enthusiasm for bon-
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Mario smokes a lot less cigarettes per hour during the demon-

strations due to his interest in what was happening around him.  

Demonstrations got underway with two local lads working on 

two junipers.  A new talent competition started with great enthu-

siasm and provincial support.  During the afternoon Vladimir 

styled one of the Junipers, leaving a big branch on the tree to be 

removed after one growing season. The reason for this is that at 

least 30% of the foliage should remain for the tree to recover 

easily.  Marcello Martins fondly known by the bonsai commu-

nity as Yamadori Marcello works on a beautiful old Brazilian 

rain tree. 

 

 After supper we were 

entertained by Mario 

and his band with Bra-

zilian music and other 

of the bonsaists dis-

play their talents by 

joining the band with 

a musical instrument 

or two.  A short dis-

tance away in dim 

light an impromptu 

styling of two trees 

was taking place to the 

sound of the music 

being played.  With 

the first early morning 

screech of parakeets 

Suthin and I inspected 

the trees we would be 

using for our demonstrations. Suthin knew exactly what he 

wanted to do and made a sketch of what the tree would look like 

in the future. 

 

I decided to make a semi cascade that reminded me of the way 

some trees grew on the steep slopes of the Andes Mountains. 

The Argentinean Sergio Luciani was asked to assist me with the 

wiring and Renato Bocabello of Brazil to do the translations 

when necessary.  The end result of Suthinôs tree is testament to 

the fact that he has worked on plenty of junipers in the past. My 

team was most satisfied with the end result of our tree.  Both 

trees were later sold for an undisclosed sum of money. 

 

After lunch Shugo Isami demonstrated the art of making clay 

pots on a wheel and then a free for all styling session followed. 

Everybody assisted one another.  We worked with a lot of en-

thusiasm on one tree after the other.  I was privileged to work 

on an old Brazilian rain tree belonging to Ricardo Loriggio. 

This was a wonderful experience and added to my knowledge of 

Bonsai. 

 

 Friendship through Bonsai was a reality as we worked and 

helped each other until well after dark. Fun was held by all. 

 

What a pity that this convention had to come to an end.  In clos-

ing I would like to say a special thank you to Mario Leal and all 

the enthusiastic Brazilians for a wonderful Bonsai experience.  

 

Louis Nel visit éé.continued Louis Nel visit ...continued  

Kei Appel  

Jurgen Nuss from Pietermaritzburg Bonsai Society sub-
mitted this picture of a Kei Apple with a massive crop of 
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