
 

BOTANICAL 

NAME

COMMON 

NAME

POTTING & REPOTTING SCHEDULE COMMENTS

J F M A M J J A S O N D

Acacia albida Ana Tree/White 

Monkey Thorn

Acacia burkei Black Monkey 

Thorn

Excellent

Acacia caffra 

(Thumb) Wild.

Common Hook 

Thorn

Die back problems.

Acacia erioloba Camel Thorn Die back problems.

Acacia 

erubescens

Blue Thorn Has small leaves and makes good Bonsai.

Acacia galpinii Monkey Thorn Good species for Bonsai.

Acacia gerrardii Red Thorn/ 

Rooidoring

Acacia karroo Sweet Thorn Die back problems.

Acacia 

melliferra

Black Thorn Die back problems.

Acacia 

nigrescens

Knob Thorn Good material for Bonsai.

Acacia nilotica Scented 

Thorn/Lekker 

ruikpeul

Acacia senegal 

var.rostrata.

Three-hook 

Thorn 

Has small leaves and makes good Bonsai.

Acacia tortilis Umbrella Thorn Thorns are large and are a problem.

Acacia 

xanthophloea

Fever Tree, 

Sulphur bark

Problem with the Thorns.

Adansonia 

digitata

Baobab Make nice Bonsai but are slow growing.

Bauhinia 

galpinii

Pride of de Kaap

Bauhinia 

petersiana

Coffee Neat’s 

Foot/ 

Koffiebeesklou

Bauhinia 

tomentosa

Bush Neat’s 

Foot / 

Bosbeesklou

Balanites 

maughamii

Torchwood Possibilities.

Berchemia 

zeyheri

Red Ivory / Rooi 

Ivoor

Good material if you can get it. Slow grower

Berchemia 

discolor

Brown Ivory / 

Bruin Ivoor

Bolusanthus 

speciosus

Tree Wisteria / 

Van Wykshout

Boscia 

alditrunca

Shepard's Tree / 

Coffee-tree

Possibilities.

Bubbleja 

glomerata

Karoo Sage / 

Karoosalie

Bubbleja 

loricata

Mountain Sage / 

Bergsalie

Buddleja 

saligna Willd

False olive / 

Bastard olive

Excellent for Bonsai.

Buddleja 

salviifolia

Sagewood / 

Mountain Sage

Good material, leaves are a problem.

Caleonema 

capensis

Confetti Bush / 

Konfettibos

Carissa 

bispinosa

Forest Num - 

Num

Good material for Bonsai.

Carissa 

microcarpa

Num-Num / Rank 

Noem-noem

Celtis africana White Stinkwood  Excellent material for Bonsai.

Celtis 

mildbraedii

Natal White 

Stinkwood / 

Natal Elm

Leaf reduction a bit of a problem.

Clerodendron 

glabrum

Tinderwood / 

Tontelhout

Coddia rudis Small Bone-

Apple

Colophosper

num mopane

Mopane / 

Mopanie

Combretum 

erythrophyllum

Russet 

Bushwillow/ 

Kierieklapper

Combretum 

hereoense

River Bushwillow 

/ Vaderlandswilg

Commiphora 

africana

Hairy Corkwood 

/ Harige 

Kanniedood

Grows quickly and is interesting material.

Commiphora 

glandulosa

Tall Common 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

glauscens

Blue-leaved 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

merkeri

Zebra-bark 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

mollis

Velvet Corkwood

Commiphora 

neglecta

Green-stem 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

pyrachanthoi

des

Common 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

schimperi

Glossy-leaved 

Corkwood

Commiphora 

woodii

Forest 

Corkwood

Crassula 

arborescens

Jade Plant / 

Money tree

Make good Bonsai. Popular overseas.

Crassula ovata Kerky-bush / 

Kerkeibos

Croton 

gratissimus

Lavender Fever-

berry

Dalbergia 

armata

Zululand creeper

Dalbergia 

obovata

Climbing Flat-

bean

Cussonia 

panniculata

Cabbage Tree / 

Kiepersol

Dias cotinifolia Pompom Tree/ 

Basboom

Dichrostachus 

cinerea

Sickle Bush / 

Sekelbos

Diospyros 

mespiliformis

Jackal Berry Difficult material to use.

Diospyros 

whyteana

Bladder nut Not for beginners.

Dovyalis caffra Kei Apple Make nice Bonsai but are difficult.

Erythrina caffra Coral Tree / 

Lucky Bean Tree

Makes lovely Bonsai but difficult.

Ficus burtt-

davyi

Veld Fig Good material for Bonsai.

Ficus burtt-

davyi nana

Veld Fig Excellent material for Bonsai.

Ficus ingens Red leafed rock 

fig

Good material for Bonsai.

Ficus 

natalensis

Natal Fig Excellent material for Bonsai.

Ficus salicifolia Wonderboom 

Fig

Good material for Bonsai.

Ficus 

soldanella

Large Leaved 

Rock Fig

Leaves are a problem.

Ficus 

sycomorus

False Cluster Fig 

/ Sycomore Fig

Nice Bonsai if you get leaf reduction.

Ficus 

thonningii

Common Wild 

Fig / Strangler 

Fig

Excellent material for Bonsai.

Grewia robusta Karoo cross 

berry

Can be used with patience.

Greyia 

sutherlandii

Natal bottle 

brush

Not often used.

Kirkia wilmsii Mountain syringa Make nice Bonsai with patience.

Leucosidea 

sericea

Oldwood / 

Troutwood

Difficult, but make good Bonsai.

Manikara 

mochisia

Lowveld 

Milkberry

Not often seen.

Mimusops 

zeyheri

Traansvaal Red 

Milkwood

Possibilities.

Moringa 

ovalifolia

Phantom Tree Possibilities.

Mundulea 

sericea 

Cork Bush / 

Silver Bush

Possibilities.

Ochna pulchra Peeling Plane / 

Wild Pear

Difficult material to use.

Olea europea. 

subsp.africana

Wild olive Excellent material for Bonsai.

Podocarpus 

falcatus

Common 

Yellowwood

Make nice Bonsai

Pouzolzia 

hypoleuca

Soap nettle / 

Snotbas

Excellent material grows quickly.

Rhamnus 

prinoides

Dogwood Patience needed.

Rhus undulata 

Jacq.

Kuni-bush / 

Glossy Current

Good material for Bonsai.

Schotia afra Small-leafed 

Karoo Boer-

bean

Good material for Bonsai.

Schotia 

brachypetala

Weeping Boer-

bean

Good material for Bonsai.

Schrebera alata Wild Jasmine Has potential.

Spirostachys 

africana

Tamboti / 

Jumping Bean 

Tree

Sap is poisonous, makes nice Bonsai.

Spyzygium 

cordatum

Water Berry Has potential.

Strychnos 

pungens

Monkey Orange Has potential.

Ximenia caffra Large Sourplum Has potential.

Zanthoxylum 

(Fagara) 

capensis

Small knobwood Has potential.

Ziziphus 

mucronata

Buffalo Thorn Can be used with difficulty.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS LIST IS NOT COMPLETE AND IF YOU HAVE ANY INDIGENOUS TREE THAT YOU HAVE MANAGED TO 

SUCCESSFULLY BONSAI, PLEASE LET US HAVE THE INFORMATION (AND A PHOTO). PLEASE NOTE THAT SOME SPECIES AND 

ESPECIALLY THE TRANSPLANT LIST IS ENDEMIC TO CERTAIN AREAS. THE BEST PLACE FOR INFORMATION REMAINS YOUR 

LOCAL CLUB.  PLEASE SEND ANY INFORMATION TO: carollh@telkomsa.net


